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call Orissa. He, conquered it; but the sufferings which
he saw, inflicted on the inhabitants as a result of the
war, sickened him even in the time of victory. He then did
a thing which no other conquering king had ever done
before, or has done since; he renounced war for die rest of
his life. He announced his intention of becoming a follower
of Buddha. Through peace he gained far greater victories
than ever he could have gained by force of arms. His name
is still blessed in distant lands which he never ruled and
never saw.

For forty years he ruled over the greater part of
India. He inherited a land of warring states, confusion and
superstition. He left it an organized empire, peaceful and
prosperous. He made roads, dug wells along them for the
public, and shaded them with trees. He gave land for
public gardens, and planted them with medicinal herbs for
his people's use. He built hospitals for men and even for
animals, not only in his own realm but also in the territories
of neighbouring kings. He created a ministry for the care
of the aborigines and subject-races of his empire. He pro-
vided for the education of women. To the Buddhist
teachers he made vast gifts, and encouraged them to collect
together the Buddhist scriptures and try to discover once
more the pure teaching of the Master, which had already
become to some extent overlaid with superstitions. He sent
out missionaries to Kashmir, to Ceylon, to the Middle East,
and to Alexandria itself.

Yet, fifty years after his death, his empire was in frag-
ments. Like Alexander the Great, he left no able successor.
Like Alexander's, the provincial rulers he set up asserted
their independence as soon as their master was dead.
Brahminical rulers deposed Buddhism from its position as the
state religion, and before long litde was left to be seen of
Ashoka's work, except the rocks and pillars upon which
he had inscribed his philanthropic creed and his advice to
his subjects to follow it. Many of these remain even to
this day, as far apart as the north of the Punjab and the
borders of Madras.